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denotes a permanent concubine and does not include public woman
or adulteress. The term 'Dasi' cannot be taken in the strict literary
sense but means a woman kept as a concubine, the connection being
continuous, exclusive and lawful.57
Yajnavalkya58 has classified concubine into two types: (1)
Avaruddha and (2) Bhujasya. Avaruddha is a concubine who is
kept in the house itself and forbidden to have intercourse with any
other person, whereas Bhujasya is a concubine who is not kept in
the house but elsewhere and is in the special keeping of a person.
According to Mitakshara59 Avaruddha stree means one who is
prohibited by the master from intercourse with any other person
with an injunction to stay at home with the object of avoiding any
lapse of service, whereas Bhujasya means a mistress who is
restrained from intercourse with other persons (other than Swami
or Master).
Thus according to Dharmastras a concubine has been given
a recognised status as if she were the wife of her paramour. She is
"almost a wife" according to ancient authorities.60 The concubine
under Hindu law might not be having the same status as that of a
wife, but that status is very akin to it.61 And in the days when very
high concept of morality was prevalent in the Hindu society and
extraordinary importance was attached to chastity of woman, a
relationship of concubine with her paramours was not considered
as immoral. She was never considered as unchaste woman even
by sages.
The idea behind this system of slave-maids seems to be tie
up a woman of lower or little status, to a single person, instead of
allowing her to become the woman of the street, a prostitute, or a
call-girl A study of the Islamic legal system reveals that the law of
Sharia has legalised sexual intercourse with a slave-maid without
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